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SUB J : RESIGNATION OF ECONOMICS MINISTER FRIDERICHS 

1 . ECONOMICS MINISTER FRIDERICHS' ABRUPT RESIGNATION 
HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT ALTHOUGH THE 
CHANCELLOR HAS REPORTEDLY ASKED FRIDERICHS TO LEAVE 
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OPEN. IT WILL CERTAINLY BE BEFORE 
THE END OF THE YEAR. 
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2. THE CHANCELLOR ANNOUNCED THAT HE INTENDS TO 
APPOINT OTTO GRAF LAMBSDORFF (FDP) TO REPLACE 
FRIDERICHS. LAMBSDORFF IS CONSIDERED TO BE MORE 
CONSERVATIVE AND MORE COMBATIVE THAN FRIDERICHS. 

3. FRIDERICHS WILL DEFINITELY TAKE PART IN THE MAJOR 
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BUNDESTAG DEBATE, SEPTEMBER 15, WHICH WILL INCLUDE 
THE SCHMIDT GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC POLICY STATEMENT. 
FRIDERICHS WILL GIVE UP HIS POSITION AS A DEPUTY FDP 
CHAIRMAN AT THE FDP PARTY CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 6-8, 

AND IS EXPECTED TO QUIT THE BUNDESTAG BY THE END OF 
1977. 

4. THE TIMING OF FRIDERICHS’ DECISION HAS TAKEN 
OFFICIAL BONN BY SURPRISE ALTHOUGH HIS RESIGNATION HAD 
BEEN RUMORED FOR SOME TIME. IT PLACES ADDED PRESSURE 
ON THE SCHMIDT GOVERNMENT AT A SINGULARLY BAD MOMENT 
WHEN THE FRG FACES A NATIONAL DEBATE ON ECONOMIC 
POLICIES AND IS PREOCCUPIED WITH THE SCHLEYER 
KIDNAPPING AND THE GENERAL PROBLEM OF TERRORISM. THE 
RESIGNATION WAS PROBABLY MOTIVATED MAINLY BY THE 
ATTRACTIVENESS OF THE OFFER FROM THE DRESDNER BANK, 
ALTHOUGH FRUSTRATION WITH HAVING TO MANAGE THE ECONOMY 
AT A DIFFICULT PERIOD AND BEING CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE 
OF MAIOR DISPUTES OVER ECONOMIC PHILOSOPHY WITHIN 
BOTH COALITION PARTIES MAY ALSO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO 
THE DECISION. 

MEEHAN 
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